
ROAD TO THE MEADOWLANDS PACE 
Week 9 (of 10) – Thursday, June 27 

 
The Meadowlands Pace is on Saturday, July 13, 2024 

  
RANK HORSE 

(EARNINGS – 
MARK)   

DRIVER, TRAINER 
OWNER(S) 

DAVE LITTLE’S (AND TRAINER’S) COMMENTS 

1 NIJINSKY 
($529,890 – 1:48.1) 
  

L. ROY, A. BEATON 
WEST WINS STABLE, 
JOHN D FIELDING, MARK B DUMAIN 
                

NIJINSKY IS HOPING TO BECOME THE FIRST HORSE SINCE TALL DARK STRANGER IN 
2020 TO PULL OFF THE NORTH AMERICA CUP/MEADOWLANDS PACE DOUBLE. 
BEATON: “HE’S BEEN GOOD. LAST WEEK, WE GAVE HIM AN EASY WEEK. THIS WEEK, WE 
HAVE BEEN JOGGING HIM UP GOOD AND WILL TRAIN HIM UP GOOD AT THE END OF THE 
WEEK. WE’LL HEAD DOWN TO JERSEY, AND HOPEFULLY, WE CAN GET THE SAME 
RESULT AS WE DID IN THE NORTH AMERICA CUP.” 
BREEDING: BETTORS DELIGHT-PIROUETTE HANOVER 
LAST RACE: 6/15/2024 – WBSB – N.A. CUP FINAL – 1ST (1:48.1) 

2 CAPTAINS QUARTERS 
($594,456 – 1:49.1) 
  

J. JAMIESON, H. HOLLAND 
RICH P STILES 

OFF A GIANT EFFORT IN THE CUP, THIS ONE IS READY FOR ANOTHER TOP TRY. 
HOLLAND: “HE CAME OUT OF THE NORTH AMERICA CUP EXCELLENT. WE TRAINED HIM 
[TUESDAY] AND HE WAS VERY GOOD. EVERYTHING IS LOOKING GOOD FOR NEXT WEEK. 
I’M GOING TO HEAD DOWN [TO NEW JERSEY] WEDNESDAY.” 
BREEDING: CAPTAINTREACHEROUS-PRESCIENT BEAUTY 
LAST RACE: 6/15/2024 – WBSB – N.A. CUP FINAL – 2ND (1:48.2) 

3 FUNTIME BAYAMA 
($381,948 – 1:49.1) 
  

TBA, A. HARRIS 
WILLIAM POLLOCK, BRUCE AREMAN, 
ANDREW HARRIS 
  

A BLOCKBUSTER PRIVATE SALE FINDS THIS ONE IN A NEW BARN, JUST IN TIME FOR THE 
PACE. THESE ARE THE SAME OWNERS WHO ACQUIRED BIG-NAME PERFORMERS 
ABUCKABETT HANOVER, SEVEN COLORS AND EL REY WITHIN THE LAST TWO YEARS. 
HARRIS: “I’VE HAD HIM JUST A COUPLE OF DAYS. HE GOT HERE MONDAY. HE’S GOING 
TO TRAIN ON SATURDAY AT THE MEADOWLANDS. WE’D LOVE TO WIN THE 
MEADOWLANDS PACE AND THE LITTLE BROWN JUG. ON SATURDAY, WE WILL REVEAL 
WHO HIS DRIVER WILL BE.”  
BREEDING: HES WATCHING-TYMAL SUGRBABYDOLL 
LAST RACE: 6/15/2024 – WBSB – N.A. CUP FINAL – 3RD (1:48.3) 

4 CAPTAIN ALBANO 
($552,915 – 1:49.2) 
  

T. MCCARTHY, N. DALEY 
PATRICIA STABLE, 
L A EXPRESS & SJOBLOM INC, 
MICHAEL E DOLAN 

WAS HE THE BEST HORSE IN THE CUP, BUT SIMPLY HAD NO ROOM LATE FROM THE 
POCKET? HE CERTAINLY LOOKED GOOD EARLIER IN THE MILE, MAKING TWO MOVES TO 
THE TOP. DALEY: “HE SEEMS GOOD, NICE AND BRIGHT. I’M HAPPY WITH HIM. HE CAME 
OUT OF THE RACE WELL AND TRAVELED WELL. HE’S PRETTY RELAXED.”  
BREEDING: CAPTAINTREACHEROUS-ANGELOU 
LAST RACE: 6/15/2024 – WBSB – N.A. CUP FINAL – 4TH (1:48.4) 

5 LEGENDARY HANOVER 
($377,209 – 1:48.3) 
  

J. MACDONALD, A. BEATON 
ERIC K GOOD, WEST WINS STABLE, 
MARK B DUMAIN 

KEEP IN MIND, THIS ONE WAS THE FASTEST 3YO OF THE YEAR UNTIL HIS STABLEMATE 
WENT FASTER IN THE CUP. HE’S GOT BIG GAME. BEATON: “HE’S BEEN GREAT SINCE 
THE NORTH AMERICA CUP. I COULDN’T ASK FOR A HORSE TO COME OUT OF A RACE 
ANY BETTER, ESPECIALLY AFTER THE [FIRST-OVER] TRIP HE WENT. I’M VERY 
CONFIDENT IN LEGENDARY AND I’M SURE HE WILL GET HIS DAY. THESE RACES, IT 
COMES DOWN TO TRIPS. MAYBE LEGENDARY GETS THE TRIP IN THE PACE THAT 
NIJINSKY GOT IN THE CUP. I’LL TAKE EITHER ONE WINNING. I’M NOT FUSSY.” 
BREEDING: HUNTSVILLE-LILLIAN HANOVER 
LAST RACE: 6/15/2024 – WBSB – N.A. CUP FINAL – 5TH (1:49) 

6 MCCRUNCH 
($39,555 – 1:49) 
  

Y. GINGRAS, N. TAKTER 
3 BROTHERS STABLE, 
CAVIART FARMS, 
JOE SBROCCO, JAF RACING LLC 

LED TO THE TOP OF THE STRETCH WITH SOME TOUGH OLDER FOES BEFORE GETTING 
NAILED ON THE WIRE BY A NOSE IN A 1:49 MILE. NO NEED TO DROP THIS ONE IN THE 
POLL OFF A PERFORMANCE LIKE THAT. TAKTER: “I WAS REALLY HAPPY WITH HIM. HE 
WAS PROBABLY A LITTLE BIT SHORT AND NEEDED THE RACE. HE’LL TRAIN A MILE 
[THURSDAY] AND TRAIN BACK AGAIN NEXT WEDNESDAY, AND THEN IT’S THE PACE 
ELIMS.” 
BREEDING: CAPTAIN CRUNCH-MCGIBSON 
LAST RACE: 6/22/2024 – NW$14,000 – 2ND (1:49) 

7 CAPTAIN LUKE 
($354,174 – 1:49.3) 
  

S. ZERON, T. ALAGNA 
ROBERT J LEBLANC, PRYDE STABLES INC, 
BRADLEY J GRANT, STEVEN HEAD 
  

THE GOVERNOR’S CUP WINNER FROM LAST YEAR IS IN SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE BIG 
M, FACING NOS. 8, 9 AND 10 IN THE POLL. ALAGNA: “HE’S REALLY GOOD. HE TRAINED 
WELL [WEDNESDAY]. AS LONG AS HIS BLOOD WORK STAYS GOOD, HE’S JUST AS 
COMPETITIVE AS ANY OF THEM IN THERE.” 



BREEDING: CAPTAINTREACHEROUS-BODACIOUS HANOVER 
LAST RACE: 6/15/2024 – WBSB – N.A. CUP FINAL – 6TH (1:49.2)    

8 
  
  
  

MIRAGE HANOVER 
($186,883 – 1:49.3) 
  

T. TETRICK, J. LEAMON 
MARVIN J ROUNICK 
  

LEAVES FROM POST SEVEN SATURDAY IN A RACE THAT INCLUDES NUCLEAR, CAPTAIN 
LUKE AND GEM QUALITY. ARE YOU GOOD WITH THAT, JAKE? LEAMON: “IT’S A GOOD 
THING. I WANT TO GET HIM A RACE, GET HIM A TIGHTENER. WITH THE WAY MY HORSE 
RACES, I THINK HE’LL BENEFIT BY FOLLOWING ONE OF THEM. HE TAKES CARE OF 
HIMSELF. HE’S EITHER SLEEPING OR UP HOLLERING AT THE OTHER HORSES.” 
BREEDING: BETTORS DELIGHT-MAYHEM SEELSTER 
LAST RACE: 6/15/2024 – WBSB – N.A. CUP CONSOLATION – 3RD (1:49.2) 

9 GEM QUALITY 
($488,401 – 1:50) 
  

D. DUNN, C. RYDER 
LET IT RIDE STABLES INC, 
ODDS ON RACING, BRADLEY J GRANT, 
ENVIRO STABLES LTD 

EXCEPT FOR ONE RACE, THIS ONE HAS HAD A GOOD YEAR. RYDER: “THERE WAS NO 
CLASS FOR MY HORSE TO RACE, SO IT MORPHED INTO THIS RACE ON SATURDAY. I’M 
HAPPY ABOUT IT. IT’LL BE HIS FIRST START ON LASIX.” 
BREEDING: CAPTAIN CRUNCH-TWINKLE 
LAST RACE: 6/8/2024 – WBSB – N.A. CUP ELIMINATION – 5TH (1:51) 

10 NUCLEAR 
($107,920 – 1:48.4) 
  

A. MILLER, J. HOLLOWAY 
VAL D’OR FARMS 
  
  

MAKES JUST HIS SECOND START OF THE SEASON. THE FIRST ONE WAS FABULOUS. 
HOLLOWAY: “HE FEELS FINE AND TRAINED WELL. HE RACED ENOUGH LAST YEAR FOR 
EXPERIENCE, SO HE’LL FIGURE IT OUT.” 
BREEDING: ALWAYS B MIKI-CANTGETENUFFOFYOU 
LAST RACE: 6/14/2024 – M1 – NW2 – 1ST (1:48.4) 

  
KEY PREP RACES 

MEADOWLANDS PACE ELIGIBLES IN CAPS – Supplements are permitted per the conditions of the race 
Date Stakes Site Winner Trainer Driver 2nd Horse 3rd Horse Time 
5/4 PaSS Mea Rush In 

Booming Economy 
Captain Fear Not 

L. Toscano 
R. Burke 
K. Troy 

D. Palone 
M. Wilder 
J. Indof 

Timeisonmyside 
Tenacious Hanover 
LYONS BENJAMIN 

Solid Character 
Hugh Heston 
Solar Solution 

1:50.1 
1:51.4 
1:51.2 

5/4 NJSS M1 Arbitrage Hanover 
Endofstory 

B. Pelling 
D. Dilloian Jr. 

T. McCarthy 
T. McCarthy 

BETTER IS NICE 
Royal Desire 

Alritealritealrite 
Ain’t Nostopn Time 

1:51.4 
1:51.1 

5/11 
  

Pa All-Stars PcD Solid Character 
GEM QUALITY 
IVY PARK 
Women Layer 

R. Burke 
C. Ryder 
N. Takter 
B. Pelling 

D. Miller 
D. Dunn 
Y. Gingras 
T. McCarthy 

Target Aquired 
Timeisonmyside 
Armada Hanover 
Southwind Celcius 

Solar Solution 
Dream Bird 
Captain Fear Not 
Americagreatagain 

1:51.3 
1:53 
1:51.3 
1:51.3 

5/11 NJSS M1 Arbitrage Hanover 
Endofstory 

B. Pelling 
D. Dilloian Jr. 

T. McCarthy 
T. McCarthy 

Bonaparte 
Mr Three O Five 

BETTER IS NICE 
Royal Desire 

1:51 
1:50.4 

5/18 PaSS PcD Sweet Beach Life 
CAPTAIN ALBANO 
Rush In 
GEM QUALITY 

T. Alexander 
N. Daley 
L. Toscano 
C. Ryder 

M. Kakaley 
T. McCarthy 
S. Zeron 
D. Dunn 

Solid Character 
IVY PARK 
CAPTAIN SKIPPY 
Armada Hanover 

Tenacious Hanover 
ITS SATURDAY NIGHT 
LYONS BENJAMIN 
Lous World 

1:50.4 
1:50.4 
1:50.2 
1:51 

5/25 NJSS Final M1 Arbitrage Hanover B. Pelling T. McCarthy BETTER IS NICE Mr Three O Five 1:49.1 
5/26 PaSS Phl Rush In 

CAPTAIN SKIPPY 
CAPTAIN ALBANO 

L. Toscano 
A. Svanstedt 
N. Daley 

S. Zeron 
D. Dunn 
T. McCarthy 

IVY PARK 
Southwind Celcius 
GEM QUALITY 

LYONS BENJAMIN 
Armada Hanover 
ITS SATURDAY NIGHT 

1:49.4 
1:50.2 
1:49.4 

6/1 Somebchsomewhere Wbsb FUNTIME BAYAMA 
NIJINSKY 

R. Moreau 
A. Beaton 

S. Filion 
L. Roy 

LEGENDARY HANOVER 
CAPTAINS QUARTERS 

Fast Louie 
NEWSROOM 

1:49.1 
1:49 

6/8 N.A. Cup eliminations Wbsb CAPTAINS 
QUARTERS 
FUNTIME BAYAMA 
NIJINSKY 

H. Holland 
R. Moreau 
A. Beaton 

J. Jamieson 
S. Filion 
L. Roy 

CAPTAIN ALBANO 
LEGENDARY HANOVER 
STORM SHADOW 

IVY PARK 
CAPTAIN LUKE 
TOTAL STRANGER 

1:49.1 
1:50.1 
1:50.2 

6/15 N.A. Cup final Wbsb NIJINSKY A. Beaton L. Roy CAPTAINS QUARTERS FUNTIME BAYAMA 1:48.1 
7/6 Meadowlands Pace elims M1                                   
7/13 Meadowlands Pace Final         

 


